Buddhist Circuits: Pilgrimage on Buddha's LIFE
from Birthplace Lumbini Nepal as "Buddha's Way"

Fixed Departure
Birth : Enlightenment : First Sermon : Mahaparinirvana

IN: Kathmandu/Lumbini; OUT: Lumbini/Kathmandu

Outline Itinerary:
Day 1:
Day 2:
Day 3:
Day 4:
Day 5:

Arrival Lumbini; evening tour of Mayadevi Temple O/N Lumbini
Sightseeing tour of Kapilvastu, O/N Bhairahawa
Visit Ramgram, and continue beyond Kushinara O/N Hotel Om Residency
Sightseeing tour of Keshariya and Vaishali O/N Rajgir
Visit Rajgir and Nalanda, afternoon drive to Bodh Gaya; Rest of the afternoon
Mahabodhi Temple and Sujata Village
Day 6:
Full Day: Tour of Bodhi Prag, 82ft Buddha statue (Monastery) O/N Bodh Gaya
Day 7:
Drive to Sarnath O/N Varanasi
Day 8:
Morning tour of Ganges; drive to Kushinagar with packed lunch O/N Kushinagar
Day 9:
Early breakfast, reach Mahaparinirvana Temple for sightseeing, depart Kushinagar for
Sunauli border to cross to Nepal; connect flight to Kathmandu for overnight
Day 10:
Morning tour of Swoyambhunath and Patan Buddhist temples, rest of the day free for
independent activities/shopping souveniers
Day 11:
Visit Charumati Stupa and Bouddhanath; and reach airport for international departure.
Extension to Sravasti:
Day 9:
People continuing to Sravasti will be split from the main group at Sunauli border and
continue to Sravasti. Tour of Sravasti
Day 10:
Tour of Sravasti; and return to Sunauli (Bhairahawa) to connect flight to Kathmandu

Itinerary:
Day 1:

Arrival Kathmandu & connect flight to Lumbini
Welcome
to
Nepal.
Our
representatives will be at the airport to
welcome you and transfer to the
domestic terminal for your flight to
Lumbini. Upon your arrival, you will be
transferred into your hotel. In the
evening, our guide will take you to the
Lumbini Sacred Garden to visit
Mayadevi temple, view sunset over the
temple and a short meditation session.
O/N: Lumbini

Day 2:

Mayadevi Temple

Sightseeing Tour of Kapilvastu
After breakfast, you will embark on a guided tour Kapilvastu region.
Gotihawa: Gotihawa has an ancient
brick stupa and an Ashokan Pillar. The
lower portion of the pillar having a
square granite base is still intact but
the crowning features and inscriptional
portions are missing. The site has been
identified as the Nirvana Stupa of
Kakuchhanda Buddha (one of the
previous Buddha), whose hometown
lies within a kilometer of this stupa
complex.

Gotihawa

Kudan: Kudan refers to the place
where
the
remains
of
the
Nigrodharama
are
located.
Nigrodharama is believed to be the
place where Buddha met his parents
for the first time after his
enlightenment. The remains consist of
two (excavated) large stupas, and a
third as yet unexcavated one. The third
(unexcavated) stupa has a more recent
structure built on top of it. It is the
place where Buddha delivered his first
sermon after meeting his parents.
Tilaurakot: Tilaurakot is the believed to
be the palace of the Shakya dynasty. It
is in this palace that Buddha spent 29
years of his princely life, before leaving
the material life in search of nirvana.
Noted Chinese travelers Faxian and
Xuen Zhang, in their travel accounts,
have described the Tilaurakot Palace.
Excavations carried out in the past
have confirmed that the place has
artifacts dating back to 4th and 5th
century BC.

Kudan

Tilaurakot

Niglihawa: Niglihawa is believed to be
the natal town of Kanakmuni Buddha.
Kanakmuni, like Krakuchunda, is the
earlier form of Buddha who born,
attained Nirvana and lived in the same
place. Here you can see a broken
Ashokan pillar made of sandstone.
Emperor Ashoka is believed to have
erected the pillar, testifying the place
as the birthplace of Kanakmuni
Buddha. The pillar lies near the bank of
Niglihawa
the Niglisagar Pond.
You will also visit Buddha Ganga River and walk on a section of Mother Mayadevi
Maternity Route – the very route used by Mayadevi to return to her palace after giving
birth to the Buddha.
O/N: Bhairahawa
Day 3:

Visit Ramgram, and continue beyond Kushinara
After breakfast, you will be taken for a tour of Ramgram Stupa.
Ramgram Stupa: Ramgram is an
important Buddhist heritage site in
western Nepal. The stupa, a huge

mound covered by green grass, is
believed to house one of the relics of
Buddha.
After
Buddha's
Mahaparinirvana, his remains are
believed to have been divided among
eight princely states –Ajatasattu of
Magadha; Licchavis of Vaishali; Sakyas
of Kapilavastu; Bulis of Allakappa;
Koliyas of Ramagrama; brahmin of
Ramgram
Vethadipa; Mallas of Pava; and the
Mallas of Kushinagar.
All the kings built stupa to cover the relics. Later, Emperor Ashoka dug the seven
stupas and distributed the relics far and wide, but kept the relic at Ramgram Stupa
untouched. Ramgram Stupa is believed to be the only place where the Buddha's relic
remains intact. Excavations carried last year found an ancient Vihara and a pond near
the main stupa.
From Ramgram, you will be taken to Nepal-India border point at Belahiya to start
Indian leg of the Buddhist circuits. After completing immigration, customs and other
formalities, you will be driven to Hotel Om Residency.
O/N: Kushinara
Day 4:

Sightseeing tour of Kesariya and Vaishali
After breakfast, you will be driven
toward Vaishali to visit two miracle
places related to Lord Buddha –
Vaishali and Rajgir. Visit Kesariya Stupa
and Vaishali. Vaishali is the place
where Buddha is believed to have
performed one of his five miracles –
receiving honey from a band of
monkeys. Ashok Pillar, Buddha Stupa
and World Peace Stupa and coronation
pond are the places to visit in Vaishali.
O/N: Vaishali
Vaishali

Day 5:

Visit Rajgir and Nalanda and further to Bodh Gaya
After breakfast, you will be drive toward Rajgir for a guide tour of the area.
Rajgir: This is the place where Buddha
is believed to have performed second
of his five principle miracles – subduing
an angry elephant. Some of the
attractions of Rajgir are: Vulture Peak,
World Peace Stupa, and Ashoka Stupa.

Gridkut

Nalanda: Nalanda is a UNESCO World
Heritage site. It used to be renowned
center of learning between 5th and
12th century. Nalanda University ruins,
Sariputra Stupa and archaeological
museum are some of the places to visit
in Nalanda.Then, you will move toward
Bodh Gaya. After checking into your
hotel, visit Sujata village and
Mahabodhi Temple.
O/N: Bodh Gaya
Day 6:

Nalanda University ruins

Full Day Tour of Bodhi Prag
You will enjoy full day tour of Bodhi Prag today visiting attractions like Pragbodhi caves
where the Buddha is believed to have meditated for six years. O/N Bodh Gaya

Day 7:

Visit Sarnath; and further to Varanasi
After breakfast, you will start drive
toward Sarnath. Sarnath is the place
where the Buddha is believed to have
delivered his first sermon after his
enlightenment. Places to visit in
Sarnath are: Chaukhandi Stupa, Ashok
Pillar, and monasteries built by several
countries. Then we continue our drive
to Varanasi. In the evening, we see the
holy aarti on the banks of the Ganges.
O/N: Varanasi
Dhammek Stupa

Day 8:

Morning tour of Ganges; drive to Kushinagar
Early in the morning, we enjoy boat ride in the Ganges to see the sun shine over the
holy River. After touring other local attractions, we drive toward Kushinagar – the
place where the Buddha attained Mahaparinirvana.
O/N: Kushinagar

Day 9:

Tour Kushinagar; and drive back to Nepal
After early breakfast, you will enjoy a
guided tour of Kushinagar. Places to
visit
in
Kushinagar
are:
Manaparinirvana Stupa, Ramabhar
Stupa, and Matha Kuar Shrine, among
others.Then you will be driven to
Bhairahawa after completing customs
and immigration formalities at the
Sunauli border. Catch evening flight to
Kathmandu from Bhairahawa Airport.
O/N: Kathmandu

Sleeping Buddha

Day 10:

Morning tour of Swoyambhunath and Patan
Today,
you
will
tour
the
Swoyambhunath and Patan Durbar
Square – both UNESECO World
Heritage sites. Swoyambhunath Stupa
is popular among tourist as Monkey
Temple. The stupa complex commands
scenic view of the Kathmandu Valley.
Patan Durbar Square is rich in ancient
wooden and metal crafts. Also, visit
Golden Temple, known locally as
Hiranyavarna Mahavihar. The 12th
Monkey Temple
century temple houses statue of Shakyamuni Buddha. Remaining time is free for
shopping and independent activities.O/N: Kathmandu

Day 11:

Visit Charumati Stupa and Bouddhanath; and reach airport for return flight
After breakfast, we check out of the
hotel and visit Charumati Stupa and
Bouddhanath Stupa. Charumati Stupa
is believed to have been built by
Charumati – the daughter of Emperor
Ashoka. Bouddhanath Stupa is one of
the biggest stupa complexes in the
world and a UNESCO World Heritage
site. Then we will transfer you to the
airport for your return flight.
Charumati Bihar

Extension:
Day 9:

Visit Kushinagar; and drive to Lumbini
Tourists continuing to Sravasti – a
miracle site of Lord Buddha -- will be
split from the main group at Sunauli
border and driven toward Sravasti.
Ruins of Sahet-Mahet is the major
attraction here. Sahet is believed to be
the ruins of ancient Jetvahana Vihar,
while Mahet is the ruins of the Sravasti
city. Overnight: Sravasti

Day 10:

Return to Sunauli (Bhairahawa); connect flight to Kathmandu
Early in the morning, visit Angulimala
Stupa and Anathapandika Stupa,
among others, and return to
Bhairahawa for your flight to
Kathmandu.
Overnight: Kathmandu

Fixed Departure Dates:
Full Moon Day of 2018:

September 25

October 24

November 23

Full Moon Day of 2019:

January 21

February 19

March 20

December 22

Package Cost:
Using Grade A Hotels: (Full Board)
Package Cost:
US$ 1,195 per person
Single Supplement:
US$ 474 per person
Using Grade B Hotels: (Full Board)
Package Cost:
US$ 1,075 per person
Single Supplement:
US$ 375 per person
Hotels to be used:
Place
Kathmandu
Lumbini
Kushinagar
Rajgir
Bodhgaya
Varanasi

Grade A Package
Hotel Shanker or similar
Hotel Sara Shree or similar
Om Residency or similar
Hokke or Royal Residency
Sujata or similar
Hindustan International or
similar

Grade B Package
Hotel Marshyangdi or similar
Hotel Sara Shree or similar
Om Residency or similar
Nalanda Residency or similar
Taj Durbar or similar
Grapevine or

Includes
01. Accommodation sharing twin Beds at Hotels in Nepal and India as per itinerary on full
board basis.
02. Airport transfers in Kathmandu and Bhairahawa airport.
03. Transportation by private AC vehicle (depending upon group size Car – Innova –
Tempo Traveller – Coach)
04. Applicable Entrance fees for sightseeing monuments as per itinerary.
05. English speaking Guide / Escort throughout the tour.
06. Internal flight Kathmandu / Bhairahawa / Kathmandu with applicable taxes.
07. Supply of 2 bottles of mineral water each everyday.
Excludes:
01. Any international flights to / from Kathmandu.
02. Entry visa for Nepal and India. (Please note that E-visa will not be good for India as we
are travelling overland via Sunauli Border)
03. Expenses of personal nature i.e. bottled drinks, phone call, laundry, tipping to guide /
driver etc.
04. Travel Insurance
05. Any service not included in the inclusions column.

Buddhist Circuits.com, Nuwakott Ghar, Sanepa Chowk, Lalitpur - 2, Kathmandu, Nepal
Email: Pilgrimage@BuddhistCircuits.com Tel : (977-1) 5545 999 Mob: (977) 985 112 7777
Website: www.BuddhistCircuits.com

